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The Peter Cook House - e
Denville Township¥#, Morrls County, iTew Jersey

Owner:s Charles A, Norrls, Jr.

Date of Erection: (1) About 1778 and (2) 1806

Architect: Uninown

Builders: (1) Peter Cook (&. 1783) and (2)_John Te

Cook (1788-1864)

Present Condition: OCriginal, with modern dormer
windows and porches added

Number of Steries: One zand one=half, with cellar

faterials of Consbtruction:

Foundation -~ stone masonry

Exterior walls - =stone masonry in older
unity timber frame clapboarded in later
unit

Interior walls ~ stone party wall, plastered
frame partitions

Chimneys =~ brick, bullt Into inside of gable
end walls

Roof = gable, wood shingled

Historical Datbta:

The identlification of thils unusuel farmhouse
hag been made possible by scarch of the title back
through successive ovners to one Febter Cook as recorded
in the public srchives of the county.

By his will of 14 Yarch 1783, nroved 30
December following, Peter Cook of Hanover Township,
Morris County, ordered that his wife Kary and eldest
son Peter continue "to llve on nmy Plantetion 2nd to
order and dispoze of busincss and carry it on by the

#Denville Twps. crested 1213 from the southern part of
Rockaway Twres, which had been {ormed 1844 from Pequannock
Twira '
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advise of my Execubtors to the Best Advaniage of
the suprort of and bringing up my chlildren whom
1t 1s my will that they shiould have learning glven
them to vead, write and sypher es fer ss their
sirrur stances in Life si ovld be Thousht neadful,.”

sstator devised to hls daughters SGarah end lery
each 25 Pouncs current money of How Jorsey when 18
vears of age; and dire t d the remaining worscnal
estate divided egually sumong his children, vize:

4l

) r'3°<1 O o

2Ty y Sarah,_?eter, lary ond Jobn when the ecldest
son Teter arrived 21 ryoavs, Testly, he deviscd
to his tuo sons P Lov apd John all ris londs envally
divided between them, with rems ;nue“ to the suvvivor
ot

in case of the desth of either under 21 yeors of age,
and appointed his wife, lzry, son-in~law Abner Beach,
J1ey 2nd son Peler zg sxecutors.

By deed of lst Feovruary 1002, Peter Cook
of Ianover Townshlp, with wife Zxvcerlence, describe
ing himself as son snd one of tho heirs of Peter
Coolr decnased, gave guitelaim to Maria Coolr, one of
the execuvbeors ol ssid Peter Cook, for the tract of
land hequeathed to nis by the will ahove cilted, the

4 fo ks

consideratlon monsy belng 250 Pounds "ecual to 625.007,

Hoving thus come into cole nogseﬂcﬂon of
tre plantmtloh, Meriah Cook "widow of FPeter {ook!
of Ianover Tomebilp, by her will of £¢ Deccmber 1cle,
UfOV"Q in LCUl, deviced to her son John P, Coclk all
her "part of the lands formerly belong to ny late
hushand Foter Cool' on condibion tie 0uy C02.80 to nmy
daughter Cotherine Zeach, tc John Ccelr Havens gon of
ny daughter Ssrah Isvens, deceased, snd to my dcuﬁut0¢
Lgry utagg To her son Peter Coolk she devised 015,
and to the sald two surviving dsushters snd grandson
the residue of the perzcnal esbate caually divided,
as also to Ler "gpranddouvshiter Marish Cook, daughter
of my son Jorm (ool Lastly, teotabriz appointed her
son Johin s Cock and Ifrignd N”+‘9nial Tavens os
zecutors,
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Maj, John P, Cook(a} died 24 April

1884, cged 76~=1-8 according to inscription on the-
stone in the graveyard(b) on the homestead farm,
He was devised half the lands by the will of his
father Peter Cook as abovesald and came into full
possesslion of the homestead (here considered) by
virtue of the cuitclalim glven by hils elder bLrother
Peter Cook and by the will of thelr mother Mariah
Cook, both cited above.

By his will of 2 December 1862, proved
7 May 1864, this John P, Cook of Rockaway Township{c)
devised to his son Stephen B, Cook the "homestead
farm containing my dwelling house and other builldings,
the land bounded as follows: 2eginning at two cheste
nut trees on the north sicde of the o0ld road leading

(a) John P. Coclk comnigsioned I=jor of Third or Northern
Reglmenlt, 2nd Sattallon, of Morrls County IMilitia,
15 November 1820, (History of Morris County, publ,
by We W, Munscll & Co,., W.Y,, 1832, p. 79),

(b} Graveyard on the Jobn P, ook place, near vhere the
Cook church stood, eing the vprincilpal one for
Denville {Ibid,) pe 348) John P, Cook was one of the
three original trustees of the Kethodlst Hpiscopal
Church in Rockaway Velley ilncorporated undexr that
title in 1810, The small building crected by the
soclety soon after was Lnown as "Cook's Church' in
hig honor as builder thereof on part of his land =t
the place kmovn ss "Cook's Corner', a nmile Lelow
Denville, on the left side of the road to Boonten,

By deed of 13 January 1825 widow lMariah Cook and

John P, Cook (:bovesaid) with his wife Hary, all

of Hencver Yownship, conveyed to the Trustees of

the M,z, Clhurch in Hockaway Valley, in that Township,
a c¢uarter acrc lot "whereon the mesting house of the
gaid l.E, Church now stonds, "on the east side of

Tthe road from Joseph Scotits? ot its intersection
with the "old road lesdling from Isrsippany and Rocka-
way'", to hold the same as long as the lot contimes

to be ocoupied for = Meéting House lot by that denomina-
ticn, The ullding was taken down in 1841 and moved to
a lot in the village of Denville, (Ibld p. 345, and
Morris County Deed Took 42, p, 542),

(¢) Roclaway Twp. created from Pequannock Twp. 1844
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from where formerly stood the old lethodist Church

to Parsippany, where a short cubt for wagons and

sleds and teams leads to my house; thence along the
cld road to the corner of the road leading to my
hovse; thence along that road and the line of the
Drayton farm to the Rockaway River; thence down the
same to the southwest corner of 2 20 a2cre lot bought
of ¥m, Hincimang thence along the south line of

sald Einchman to the road sessing the dwelling of
Mary Ann Mencel: thence crossing the road and along
the south line of a tract beught by her from Stephen
Be Cook about 15 chains to a small tree; thence by
her line sbout 6 chains %o her south corncr "in the
sprout land where her line turns an eastwardly covrse";
thence by a straight course to the said two chestnut
trees, conteining zhout 85 acres, and also the 20 acre
lot "I got of my Father", subject to certain legacics
to be peold by devisee,

By his wife Hary ¥redericks(d) whom he
gurvived, Major John P, ook had a son 3tephen B. Cook
to vhom he devised the hopestezd famm as above reclted,
This son with his wife Ilexry Ann, being of Toonton
Township, gave decd on 15 December 1871 conveying to
willlam £, Worris of same place for 56500 the two
tracts comprising some 106 acres as devised to hin,
with "all and sinovlar the houses, bulldiags", ete.,
but excenting the burial ground lot of 100 by 200 Tect,
describing the farm as Llying in Hockaway and Hanover
Townships,

(4) Gravectone inscribed "lery Fredericlts, wile of
Maj. John I'y Cook", d, 1 July 1862, agod 71-2-18
in Cuok's graveyard. "John Fook end Polly Fredericks"
were rmarried 7 fug, 1806 per reccrds of the N0
Church of Fompton Plans, mubl. in Geacanlog, Mag. W.J.
I, 41,
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- From Norris the farm passed to Ollver
e Palmer of New York City by deed of 24 January
18381 and was conveyed back to him on ¢ June following,
Norris then paSoed 1t to Marinds E. Norris of Rocka-
way Township for 515,000 subject to mortgage of £9500
on 14 June of same yvear, It was next sold by fore-
closure against Merinda H., Norris and Roswell H,
Rochester, executors of the esbtate of Oliver H,
Palmer, deceased, to the Mubtual Life Insurance Compony,
of Mew Yorlk, by deed of 28 lay 1882, The last named
conveyed i1t to Chrarles A. Norris of Roonton by deed of
31 Deccmber 1901, and he, vy his will proved 5 July
1928, devised the same farm to his childron, of whom
Charles A, Norris dr,, is the ouner at the time of
our survey of the house in 1940,

Bibliogrephy:
A search of title in Morris County Land

and Probate records by Jznes P, Rilchards,
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